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Economic and Social Analysis within the UN Environment/Mediterranean 

Action Plan-Barcelona Convention system 

Background 

Under the UN Environment auspices, the Mediterranean Action Plan (MAP) and Barcelona Convention1 

represent the only legally-binding set of instruments and policies for protecting marine and coastal 

ecosystems of the Mediterranean Sea. This Regional Sea Programme created 40 years ago is a relevant 

environmental governance and regional cooperation framework, which gathers the 21 Mediterranean 

riparian countries and the European Union (EU), as Contracting Parties of the Barcelona Convention. The 

MAP system works towards a peaceful, prosperous and sustainable Mediterranean region, in which societies 

enjoy a high quality of life within healthy marine and coastal ecosystems.  

MAP’s initial objectives were to assist the Mediterranean Governments to assess and control marine 

pollution, as well as to formulate their national marine environmental policies. Even though the initial focus 

was placed on marine pollution control, experience soon confirmed that socio-economic trends, combined 

with poor management and planning of development, find themselves at the root of most environmental 

problems. Meaningful and lasting environmental protection is thereby linked to social and economic 

development. The MAP’s focus widened gradually from a sectoral approach to pollution control to integrated 

coastal zone planning and management, as their prime directive for solutions. 

In 1995, in the aftermath of the Rio Summit, the Contracting Parties decided to revise the MAP and the 

Barcelona Convention. MAP Phase II was designed, taking into consideration the achievements and 

shortcomings of the MAP, particularly in the context of developments of environmental protection policies 

at the international level. 

This note aims at presenting how economic and social analyses are developed within the MAP system. Main 

publications introduced in this note are available by clicking on the hyperlinks.  

Action requested 

The workshop is invited to take note of the information as background to the presentation in the workshop. 

                                                           
1 Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Coastal Region of the Mediterranean. Seven 

Protocols addressing specific aspects of Mediterranean environmental conservation complete the MAP legal 

framework: see http://www.unep.org/unepmap/who-we-are/legal-framework  

http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/7096/Consolidated_BC95_Eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://www.unep.org/unepmap/who-we-are/legal-framework
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1. A MAP component specialized in Economic and Social Analysis: the Plan Bleu Regional 

Activity Centre (PB/RAC) 
Among the seven components of the MAP system (one programme and six regional activity centres), the 

PB/RAC’s main objective is to contribute to raising awareness of Mediterranean stakeholders and decision-

makers concerning environment and sustainable development issues in the region, by providing future 

scenarios to assist in decision-making. 

In this respect and through its dual functions as an observatory of the environment and sustainable 

development and a centre for systemic and prospective analysis, PB/RAC provides the Contracting Parties 

with assessments of the state of the environment and development of the Mediterranean and a solid basis 

of environmental and sustainable development data, statistics, and indicators to support their action and 

decision making process. 

PB/RAC has coordinated and published two major Prospective Reports to date: “The Blue Plan: Futures for 

the Mediterranean Basin” (1989) and “A sustainable future for the Mediterranean: The Blue Plan’s 

Environment and Development Outlook” (2005).  

The 2005-report has been updated in 2009 by the State of the Environment and Development in the 

Mediterranean. The 2009-SoED shows the major impacts that climate change will have in the 

Mediterranean, describes the region’s resources and natural environment together with the challenges 

posed by their conservation, explains the dynamics of the various areas, calls into question the 

sustainability of the main economic activities and, lastly, evaluates the effects of the measures taken by 

Mediterranean countries to protect the environment.  

In 2008, the Contracting Parties mandated the Secretariat of the UN Environment/MAP-Barcelona 

Convention to prepare periodic State of the Environment reports. 

2. The 2012-State of the Mediterranean Marine and Coastal Environment (SoMMCE)  
The 2012-SoMMCE report provides information on the overall nature of the Mediterranean ecosystems 

and defines recurrent and new pressures that affect the state of its environment. It also assesses the 

availability and quality of information and identifies knowledge gaps so as to provide guidance for scientific 

research and monitoring efforts undertaken by the Contracting Parties to the Barcelona Convention. Lastly, 

an important insight on vital services provided by marine and coastal ecosystems to their inhabitants is 

offered. 

http://planbleu.org/en/publications/mediterranee-les-perspectives-du-plan-bleu-sur-lenvironnement-et-le-developpement-0
http://planbleu.org/en/publications/mediterranee-les-perspectives-du-plan-bleu-sur-lenvironnement-et-le-developpement-0
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/soed2009_en.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/soed2009_en.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/sommcer.pdf
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The report is organised around the 11 Ecological Objectives agreed by the Contracting Parties to the 

Barcelona Convention as a common strategy for the application of the Ecosystem Approach to the 

management of human activities. The Ecosystem Approach is the guiding principle to MAP policy 

implementation, with the ultimate objective of achieving the Good Environmental Status (GES) of the 

Mediterranean Sea and coasts.  

3. Implementation of the Ecosystem Approach in the Mediterranean  
Decision IG.17/6 outlines a roadmap for the implementation of the Ecosystem Approach (EcAp), consisting 

of several subsequent steps, such as the definition of vision and goals, development of ecological 

objectives, operational objectives and respective indicators, the development of GES descriptors and 

targets, monitoring programmes, and finally the management measures and programmes to achieve GES.  

Decision IG.20/4 “Implementing MAP ecosystem approach roadmap: Mediterranean Ecological and 

Operational Objectives, Indicators and Timetable for implementing the ecosystem approach roadmap” 

validated the work done so far regarding the 11 ecological objectives, operational objectives and indicators 

for the Mediterranean. 

Decision IG.21/3 on the Ecosystems Approach, including adopting definitions of Good Environmental Status 

(GES) and targets decision, expresses the agreement on regionally common targets, and an integrated list 

of Mediterranean GES indicators. 

The same decision has also welcomed the work done on the socio-economic assessment, endorsed the 

EcAp governance framework with the key governing role of the EcAp Coordination Group, and reiterated 

the importance of EcAp as the guiding principle for the work of the MAP/Barcelona Convention system.  

Within the EcAp Governance Structure, the Correspondence Group on Economic and Social Analysis (COR 

ESA) is composed of national experts and invited experts. COR ESA developed a socio-economic analysis of 

marine ecosystems uses, focusing on priority sectors such as fisheries, aquaculture, maritime transport, 

recreational activities, and oil industry and offshore.  

The COR ESA developed a socio-economic analysis aiming to determine how human well-being and 

economies in the Mediterranean region are inextricably linked to the state of ecosystems. The 

socioeconomic study of human activities and the understanding of how human welfare is linked to marine 

environments are intended to contribute to the protection of the marine environment and the sustainable 

use of the seas by supporting the identification of economically efficient and cost effective policy options. 

Indeed, the increasing appreciation of the important role that ecosystems play in providing goods and 

services that contribute to human welfare and the growing recognition of the impact of human actions on 

ecosystems have led to the recent interest in integrating ecology and economics. The analysis and 

estimation of the economic value of ecosystem goods and services are expected to play an important role 

in conservation planning and ecosystem-based management, so that human actions do not damage the 

ecological processes necessary to support the flow of ecosystem services on which welfare of present and 

future generations depend.  

A lack of economic valuation may lead to underestimations of the importance of such resources and to 

detriment of the marine ecosystems. As a consequence, there is an increasing consensus about the 

importance of incorporating the “ecosystem services approach” (Millennium Environmental Assessment, 

2005) into resource management decisions despite the fact that quantifying levels and values of these 

services has proven difficult. 

http://www.unep.org/unepmap/who-we-are/ecosystem-approach
https://wedocs.unep.org/rest/bitstreams/10310/retrieve
https://wedocs.unep.org/rest/bitstreams/10429/retrieve
https://wedocs.unep.org/rest/bitstreams/8206/retrieve
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4. The Ecosystem Approach Projects (EcAp MED I and EcAp MED II) 
Mainstreaming EcAp into the work of MAP and achieving the GES of the Mediterranean Sea and coasts 

through the EcAp process have been supported by several EU funded projects, including EcAp-MED I (2012-

2015) and EcAp-MED II (2015-2018). These projects have also contributed to better understanding of socio-

economic perspectives of Ecosystem Approach, through specific socio-economic analysis.  

5. Reports published by PB/RAC, which managed the COR ESA  
 The economic value of sustainable benefits rendered by the Mediterranean marine ecosystems. This 

report proposes an economic estimate of the contributions of marine ecosystems to the well-being 

of individuals in the form of ecological services. The economic benefits2 rendered by marine 

ecosystems are classified into three categories of services provided by the ecosystems, i.e. 

provisional, cultural and regulating services – according to MEA, 2005. The report is summarized in 

the Note Mediterranean marine ecosystems: the economic value of sustainable benefits.  

 Economic study of the impacts of marine and coastal protected areas in the Mediterranean. The 

objective of this exploratory study was to highlight the links between environmental protection and 

local development in the specific case of Marine and Coastal Protected Areas.  

 Economic and social analysis of the uses of the coastal and marine waters in the Mediterranean. 

This report is the result of the economic and social analysis of the EcAp MED I project. It aims to 

contribute to the Mediterranean Initial Integrated Assessment (IIA) and to complement it with a 

broader in-depth socioeconomic analysis of key economic activities taking part in or closely related 

to the Mediterranean marine and coastal environments. Fisheries, aquaculture, tourism and 

recreational activities, maritime transport and offshore exploitation of oil and gas are analysed at 

the scale of the Mediterranean basin as well as at sub-regional level. This report is summarized in 

the Note Economic and social analysis of marine and coastal ecosystems in the Mediterranean.  

 The report mentioned just above has led to the development of another report entitled “Scoping 

study for the assessment of the costs of degradation of the Mediterranean marine ecosystems”. 

Assessing the costs of degradation of the marine and coastal ecosystems of the Mediterranean Sea 

at the regional scale is a clear challenge. In this study, different options for moving ahead with such 

assessments at the Mediterranean scale are proposed, stressing the pros and cons of each option. 

In coherence with the EcAp process, it is suggested that priority is given first to the assessment of 

the current costs of coastal and marine ecosystem protection, and then to the assessment of the 

economic losses imposed on key economic sectors such as tourism and fisheries.  

 Guidelines for National Economic and Social Analysis of Mediterranean marine ecosystems. This 

report aims to provide guidance to national authorities of Mediterranean countries in charge to 

conduct an Economic and Social Analysis (ESA) of the uses of the marine waters and the cost of 

degradation at the national level in non-EU Mediterranean countries.  

 Socio-economic tools for supporting the achievement of Good Environmental Status of 

Mediterranean marine waters. This report has been published in the context of the project “Action 

Plans for Integrated Regional Monitoring Programmes, Coordinated Programmes of Measures and 

Addressing Data and Knowledge Gaps in Mediterranean Sea (ActionMed)”, funded by the EC and 

                                                           
2 The aggregation of the results provided an estimation of the overall annual value of sustainable benefits rendered by 

the Mediterranean marine ecosystems, which, at regional level, accounted for over 26 billion Euros for 2005. It was 

found that more than 68% of this value was generated by the benefits relating to real estate and to the provision of 

amenities and recreational supports. Benefits relating to the provision of food resources accounted for 11% and benefits 

regarding waste water recycling capacity and “natural treatment” raised up to 10%. 

http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/10567/ProjectDoc_EcApMEDII_Eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/10567/ProjectDoc_EcApMEDII_Eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/586/ecosystemapproach2015_eng.pdf?sequence=3&isAllowed=y
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/cahier8_marin_en.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/4pages-num17-en.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/cahier_13_amp_en.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/esa_ven_en.pdf
file:///C:/Users/julien.letellier/AppData/Local/Temp/notes90C43B/•%09http:/planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/notes29_aes_en_web_0.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/pb_cod_scoping_eng_0.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/pb_cod_scoping_eng_0.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/recommandations_aes_ecosystemes_marins_en_0.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/technical_report_good_environmental_status.pdf
http://planbleu.org/sites/default/files/publications/technical_report_good_environmental_status.pdf
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coordinated by the Hellenic Centre for Marine Research (Greece). This study aims at providing 

information on socio-economic characteristics such as effectiveness, costs and benefits of 

measures to achieve the Good Environmental Status (GES) of the Mediterranean Sea and coast. 

While the study focusses on the analysis of four selected regional measures, it also provides 

guidelines on national socio-economic assessments of measures, based on the analysis of three 

European national programmes of measures’ socioeconomic analyses and international best 

practices.  

6. The Integrated Assessment Monitoring Programme (IMAP) and the Quality Status Report 

(QSR)  
The COP 19 of the Barcelona Convention agreed, through its Decision IG. 22/7, on a specific list of good 

environmental status common indicators and targets and principles of an Integrated Monitoring and 

Assessment Programme (IMAP), next to a clear timeline and deliveries for the implementation of this 

Programme.  

IMAP lays down the principles for an integrated monitoring, which will, for the first time, monitor 

biodiversity and non-indigenous species, pollution and marine litter, coast and hydrography in an 

integrated manner. The IMAP aims at facilitating the implementation of several monitoring related 

provisions with the main objective to assess GES. Its backbone are the 27 common indicators as presented 

in decision IG 22/7.    

IMAP is aiming to deliver its objectives over 2016-2021. However, it is introduced first in an initial phase, 

during which the existing national monitoring and assessment programmes will be integrated, in line with 

the IMAP structure and principles and based on the agreed common indicators. This implies in practice that 

the existing national monitoring and assessment programmes will be reviewed and revised as appropriate. 

The main outputs during the initial phase will also include further update of GES definitions, refinement of 

assessment criteria and development of national level integrated monitoring and assessment programmes. 

Furthermore, the Quality Status Report in 2017 will build on the structure, objectives and data collected 

under IMAP. A specific chapter of the QSR is dealing with socioeconomic characteristics of the 

Mediterranean. 

7. The Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD) 2016-2025  
The Mediterranean Strategy for Sustainable Development (MSSD) 2016-2025 was adopted in 2016 as a 

strategic guiding document for all stakeholders and partners to translate the 2030 Agenda at the regional, 

sub-regional and national levels. The MSSD provides an integrative policy framework for securing a 

sustainable future for the Mediterranean region consistent with the SDGs. It is an adaptation of 

international commitments to regional conditions, in the context of the 2030 Agenda and its SDGs.  

The MSSD links protection of the environment and natural resources to economic development and 

employment. As highlighted in its subtitle, “Investing in environmental sustainability to achieve social and 

economic development”, the MSSD is based on the conviction that investment in the environment is the 

best way to secure long-term sustainable job creation and socio-economic development.  

More information:  

http://www.unep.org/unepmap/  

http://planbleu.org/en/publications    

https://wedocs.unep.org/rest/bitstreams/8385/retrieve
https://wedocs.unep.org/rest/bitstreams/9737/retrieve
http://www.unep.org/unepmap/
http://planbleu.org/en/publications
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Contact:  

Julien Le Tellier, Programme Management Officer  

UN Environment/Mediterranean Action Plan Coordinating Unit    

Barcelona Convention Secretariat  

Vas. Konstantinou 48, Athens 11635, Greece  

Telephone: + 30 210 7273133  

Julien.Letellier@unep.org 
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